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Phoenix Rising
He came to Sid’s Barn in desperate need of help. A horse rescue is never a 

pretty thing and this guy was an extreme case. Professional opinions thought he
would not live for very long as he was in such deplorable condition. On that
November day, the prognosis was bleak for this horse who had known only
neglect in his life.

He was painfully thin, every rib standing out as his flesh had withered away. 
Poor nutrition scarcely given (if at all) over a long period of time will do that to an
animal. He showed evidence of long-term food deprivation.

His hair was sparse and he had a horrible condition known as rain-rot. Huge
patches where the rot had eaten his skin were
evident. Lack of shelter and non-existent groom-
ing will cause the skin to deteriorate in that man-
ner. He had many deep long cracks in all of his
hooves. Painful and diseased, how he must
have suffered trying to stand on those feet!  

Our shelter manager Bill Lloyd sighed as he
looked at the horse. Bill had a feeling that this

fellow would not be long for this world as sad a
shape as he was in. He would give the horse
a few days and see if there was any hope for a
miracle in this case.

The shelter staff named their new charge
“Phoenix” after the mythical bird who rose from
the ashes to become a symbol for those with lost
causes. If this horse failed to recover, at least in
his final days he would feel that somebody cared
about him for the first time in his life. 

Day by day, Phoenix showed his courage. He drank the fresh
water that was provided and nibbled at the oats and hay that
was readily available to him. He began to respond when spo-
ken to and grew a bit stronger each day, giving the staff hope
that he might recover.

He stood quietly when his blanket was fastened around his
lean body and relished the fresh air in the new enclosure out-

side his barn stall. He grew steadier upon those skinny legs, perhaps knowing that
life would be good from now on.

continued on next page...
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Pronounced ribcage

Rain-rot & pronounced hip bones

All hooves looked
as bad as this one



In Memory

The following people have recently passed from our lives. Their friends
and families have donated to the care of our animals in their honor.

In memory of Cortie W illis

In memory of Robert Cunningham

In memory of Nancy Love

In memory of Stanley Sutton

In memory of Jane Kowal

In memory of Herbert Baker

In memory of Ryan Bubigkeit

In memory of Katie Decker

In memory of Gladys Harford

In memory of Eula Steiger

If you would like to have an inscribed plate on our 
Memorial Plaque to honor a beloved pet, please fill 

out this coupon and return it with your (minimum $25.) 
donation. Not only will you have a lasting tribute, but 

you'll be helping other pets find a loving home. 
We suggest a three line maximum for the nicest 

appearance on the small brass plate.

Your name_______________________________________

Address_________________________________________

City , State, Zip ___________________________________

Phone  _________________________________________

Your Memorial Message:

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Passings

In Loving Memory of 
Pebbles

Keith & Terri Parish

In Loving Memory of
Lola

Sleep well sweet girl
Kerri Thornton

In memory of 
JoJo

Mr & Mrs Robert
Milano

For Toni
For all your love

We miss you

Cocoa
In loving memory to
the very best dog

You are missed very much

In Loving Memory of 
our Best Friend Buddy

Walter & Charlotte
Cichy

Phoenix Rising... continued from first page

Phoenix made fast friends with his barn-mates
Daisy and Butercup, two rescued goats who
often helped themselves to a bit of his hay. He
never minded their antics as they often proved 
a welcome diversion for him.

Being alone is a terrible thing for an animal and
the three seemed to become good friends.  His
neighbor, Francis, the rescued donkey would
look at Phoenix with curiosity. They seemed to
have a nodding acquaintance over the fence.

The rescued animals that inhabit the barns are
an extra burden on the staff and the funds of our
shelter. They eat a totally different diet than our
normal dogs, cats, rabbits and others that we
are used to. The physical burden of mucking out
the stalls and feeding the larger animals is
undertaken by our small staff and they do not
complain but instead consider it all part of a job
well done for the love of the animals.

These days Phoenix is doing better. He has
gained weight and his hooves, skin and coat are
improving. He is a bit more active and is giving
us all hope for a better tomorrow.

Perhaps “Phoenix” is his proper name after all.

Phoenix today

Daisy & Buttercup



Thank You For Your Support

Thank you for coming to Pet Photos With
Santa even though it was the worst weather we
had seen up to that point. Despite the fact that it
was brutally cold, 35 families stood on line for
their pet’s turn with Santa. Even though it was
the first time we used digital images, the day
seemed to go smoothly and Santa was delighted
to hear all the wish lists from the pets.

Nina Fey and her dance group put on a won-
derful “Afternoon At The Arts” show for our
benefit. Thanks to them for a fantastic afternoon
of music and dance!

The Lasagna Dinner went extremely well with
237 dinners served. Generous donors, volun-
teers, music, lovely venue and great food all
combined for a great time and full tummy!

We have a few more fun things lined up for this
year already. The annual Dinner & Variety Show
will be at the Erie Trackside Manor on June 20.
If you have gone to this event in the past, you
know what a grand evening it is. Tickets are
always in great demand and it is not too early to
reserve yours today. Call CB Chant at 845-856-
8458 and he will put you on the “want to go” list.

The date for our annual Dog Walk has been
reserved. It will be on October 4th at the D&H
Canal Park in Cuddebackville, NY and we are
hoping that the weather will be as nice this year
as it has been in the past.

Always check our website for new additions to
the calendar, updates, tidbits and announce-
ments. It is the fastest way to get news of what
is going on at our shelter. The address is
www.pjhumane.org

A Special Thank You

A very special thank you goes to Diane
Mestanza who answered our plea for a
stock transporter for our larger animals. The
gently used, hitch-behind-the-truck unit has
already been put to use. The passengers so far
have ridden in comfort and safety to their new
life at our shelter’s barns. Thank you Diane for
your generosity and concern for our animals!

It’s Our 50th Anniversary!

It is hard to believe but 50 years have gone by
since we became the Humane Society of Port
Jervis/Deerpark.

Our legal credentials were approved on
November 16, 1959 and we have been going
strong ever since.

Bob Kleinstuber founded our shelter in honor of
his German Shepherd “Jeff,” his one and
only dog. Jeff was his constant companion and
was mourned terribly when he passed away at
the age of 12. Mr. Kleinstuber devoted his life
in honor of Jeff to help all the “four-footed citi-
zens” (as he called them) of our area who
needed intervention and comfort.

Our shelter began as a small building on a
farm on Big Pond Road in Huguenot and then
moved to the facility on Route 209 where we
remain to this day.

We are so proud of our shelter which had hum-
ble beginnings and has grown to what we are
today. That really says something for our integri-
ty and determination to help animals in need.

We would like you to join us in our celebration.
If you have memories, memorabilia, newspaper
clippings, old photos, old adoption papers or
anything else that will chronicle our shelter’s
history, please send copies to us or drop them
off at the shelter. Make sure that you put a 
return address with your item if it needs to get
back to you.

Mark them “attn: Lynne Tears” or contact by e-
mail at Webmaster@pjhumane.org

Stories of your experiences with our shelter are
welcome as well. Did you adopt a pet that filled
your life with a joy that you never knew could
exist? Did you adopt a special needs pet or one
that everyone thought was hopeless and it
turned into the best pet you ever had?

Do you remember a shelter event in the 50s,
60s, 70s or 80s? Share your memories!

Did you attend an event by chance and have
the time of your life? Do you still have a T-shirt
from a Dog Walk 16 years ago? Let us know! 

There are plans in the works for something
special to honor our birth so please become a
part of it.

After all, you are a part of our community. A
community that we serve and love.



Humane Society Office:  
845-856-3677

(please use this number for emergencies, adoptions, 
business or cruelty complaints - do not use e-mail)

Humane Society W ebsite:
www.pjhumane.org

Animals Up For Adoption:
www.pjhs.pet finder .org

Your tax deductible gift helps us to give aid and comfort to animals in need.  Thank you for your support.

I wish to give a donation of $__________     for _______________________________

Name:  ________________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip   _________________________________________________________

Phone:    _________________________________________________

We accept Master Card or Visa:                                     

Name on card: ________________________________________    Card Number:  _______________________________________

Signature:  ___________________________________________    Expiration Date:  ________________________

Annual Meeting of the 
Board of Directors

April 14

5th Annual Dinner & V ariety Show
June 20

limited tickets available
Call CB Chant at 845-856-8458

17th Annual
Walk For Our Shelter Pet s

Sunday October 4

** Upcoming Event s **

If you would like to drop off newspapers, please call us

first. Sometimes we have no newspapers at all.  Other

times our drop-off bin is overflowing and we have no

place to store them. Thank you!

Our shelter would appreciate donations of:
Small cat litter pans, non-clumping litter,
terry/paper towels, bleach, stainless steel pet
bowls, collars, leashes, office supplies, newspa-
pers (no glossy sections please,) canned pet
food, pouch food and pet treats.

Enclosed in this newsletter are three raffle
tickets. They are $2 each or all three for $5.

The drawing will be held at our annual Dog
Walk on October 4. You don’t need to be
present to win - we will contact you if your 
ticket is drawn.

This is a great way to help raise money for the
animals in our care so please tell all your friends
and co-workers that the raffle is ongoing.

If you would like more tickets, please call us at
845-856-3677 and we will send you more.

Cash Raffle

Thank you for letting me adopt “Trooper!” He
is now known as Zekey. Zekey has settled in.
His last owner said he wasn’t housebroken.
Wrong! He is and he’s also smart to learn how
to adapt to his new home.

- Arline M.

Thank you so much for saving these dogs and cats. 
We got Cocoa 12 years ago. She was a wonderful dog.
She helped me when my husband and father died. She
died last year. She is still missed but she will never be
forgotten.

- Barbara L

Our Sherman is doing wonderfully and is a constant joy.
We can never thank you enough. Sherman wanted to
share his Christmas wish... “Since I love much food and
love, my wish is that all my humble friends have all the
love and care they need. Remember, it’s not what you do
one day a year that counts but what you do every day.”

- Mary & Alan Issellord


